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FISHERIES INSPECTORS, MANDURAH AND PEEL REGION 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.09 am]:  My grievance is directed to the parliamentary secretary 
representing the Minister for Fisheries, and concerns the lack of fishing inspectors in the Mandurah and Peel 
region.  At the moment 3.5 fishing inspectors cover the entire Peel region, when, in fact, the job requires a team 
of six.  As members are aware, the Peel waterway is the largest waterway in Western Australia.  It embraces the 
Serpentine and Murray Rivers and the Harvey and Peel estuaries, and, as is shown on a map of the region, it 
covers an expanse of water larger than the entire Swan River.  It also embraces the Harvey and Waroona Dams, 
the Dwellingup freshwater streams, and, of course, the seection of Indian Ocean between Madora and White 
Hills.  It is impossible for 3.5 inspectors - that is, three full-time employees and one shift worker - to do this job 
properly.  There is no job satisfaction, and the matter is quite laughable when one considers the expanse of the 
waterways.  Of course, the population must also be considered.  Over the past 12 years the Mandurah population 
has increased from 18 000 to 51 000, resulting in more people fishing and more people breaking the law.  
Therefore, more inspectors are needed.  One might say that we have come through the winter months with only 
3.5 inspectors handling the workload.  However, waters are closed during winter, which is when a lot of the 
illegal fishing takes place.  Members must also realise that fishing inspectors work in pairs.  How can pairs be 
made of 3.5 people?  Even more important is that we are now entering the legal fishing season. 

In September, freshwater fishing for trout commences at Waroona and in the Murray River.  On 6 November the 
recreational net fishing season opens.  At the moment, 800 licences have been issued.  At the start of the season 
at least 300 people will be putting their nets out, and they also will need to be controlled.  On 15 November the 
lobster season starts.  The recreational amateur lobster season in the Mandurah area is immense, particularly with 
that long coastline where boats can go through the Mandurah entrance to the James service marker.  A couple of 
weeks after that date - before the whites start to run - and through to December, there are so many floats on pots 
eight miles out that one could walk across them.  Further down the coastline around the Florida, Tims Thicket, 
Avalon and Halls Head area, and on the reef that is close to the shoreline, people need only go out about 300 
metres - they row out in their dinghies - and there are enough floats to form stepping stones.  How can 3.5 
inspectors - I keep remarking on that uneven average - control the crayfishing rules?  It is impossible.  With the 
weather breaking, the amount of recreational amateur fishing and other fishing going on in the Dawesville 
Channel and along that coastal area is immense.  In November and December the abalone season starts.  
December, January and February are the boom time in Mandurah for the fishing of prawns and blue manna 
crabs.  Not only are locals involved in making use of that exciting recreational area, but also tourists and people 
from all over the metropolitan area and other country regions.  The inspectors must remind these people of the 
catch quota, the number of drop nets a person can use, the scooping restrictions and all the various rules of 
fishing that can be broken.  The marron season starts late in January, and added to that is the development of the 
aquaculture perch in Dwellingup that must be checked.  People forget that fishing inspectors must also check 
restaurants for illegal fish sales.  I remind the parliamentary secretary that over the past five years in Mandurah, 
32 new restaurants have been established.  That alone should have resulted in an increase in the number of 
inspectors in the area. 

I have referred to only recreational fishing.  What about commercial fishing?  There are only eight professional 
estuary fishermen now, as the number of licences available has been reduced through the buy-back system to 
control stocks.  However, these fishermen have a bonanza with their crab pots, and those pots provide them with 
a good living.  I admit, it controls the undersized stocks.  However, the amateur fishermen are stealing their pots 
and cutting off the floats, which is becoming quite costly.  Fishing inspectors must be out looking for these 
vandals.  The professionals also deal with prawn hauling and net fishing for bait or fish sales.  We must not 
forget about the terrific lobster or crayfishing industry.  Forty-two boats now operate from the new marina in 
Mandurah or the marina in the channel.  I must also mention wet line fishing.   

The 3.5 officers are run off their feet.  They travel long distances and work 10-hour shifts.  The officers work in 
pairs so it is impossible for them to cover all the areas properly.  The fishing inspectors in Mandurah do a terrific 
job and are very diligent but they need more assistance.  Last year, at the close of the amateur recreational net 
fishing season, I asked to go out with the inspectors to see what happens; it was an eye-opener.  We left at 6.30 
pm because that is when net fishing should be done.  First we went to Coodanup where there were about 10 
people with their nets out.  They were all pleasant average Australians who were obeying the rules; they were 
there for the excitement of net fishing and also to get some sustenance in the form of fish for which they did not 
have to pay.  We then went to Barragup, through the bush to find the openings where net fishing was being 
carried out.  We next went to Pinjarra, where only one road leads to the whole of the net fishing area.  We saw a 
couple of Aboriginals returning from a catch; their net size was right and their catch was right, and they said it 
was pretty cold.  We saw all types of people; it was an eye opener.  Blokes were having barbeques while they 
waited to check their nets.  We pulled up a car that had come from Armadale and, thankfully, the people had a 
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net of the right gauge and they had a terrific bag of fish.  These inspectors are overworked and they cannot get 
job satisfaction.  We need more inspectors in Mandurah. 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.16 am]:  With regard to the issue raised by the 
member for Dawesville, I point out that there are 85 fisheries officers dedicated to inspections and they are 
distributed over five regions and 17 district offices.  In the south west region there are four officers in Busselton, 
two in Bunbury, 3.5 in Mandurah, nine in Fremantle and two in Hillarys.  The member did not take into 
consideration - I know he may well criticise me - that a very successful volunteer program works alongside the 
dedicated fisheries officers.  As the member is aware, Mandurah has the second largest volunteer program in the 
State with 35 dedicated volunteers to assist those officers.  As the member knows, they do a very good job.  At 
the moment, the volunteer program working in the Swan River-Canning catchment area is doing an extremely 
successful job.  That must be taken into consideration in the issues the member raised. 

The member raised a point about employing additional inspectors.  I am not sure whether the member for 
Dawesville was on my budget estimates committee; I thought he was but perhaps I am mixing him up with 
somebody else.  However, on my budget estimates committee representing the Minister for Fisheries, I indicated 
that there was an increase in the number of officers allocated to the Department of Fisheries.  In fact, five new 
fisheries officers have been appointed as a result of this year’s budget, in addition to the 85 already there.  
However, those fisheries officers will be mobile and will be allocated to various regions throughout Western 
Australia. 

The member said that in summer the number of people in Mandurah increases, because they come for holidays 
and the prawn and blue manna crab fishing seasons, and he pointed out the associated problems.  I am advised 
by the Department of Fisheries that one of those mobile fisheries officers will be allocated to Mandurah, he will 
be on the lookout for offenders, particularly in the areas that the member identified.  An additional fisheries 
officer will be allocated to Mandurah to assist the 3.5 officers already in the area.  However, the member must 
remember that the size of the population in Mandurah, even though it is growing, and based on the statistics 
given to us by the Department of Fisheries, still does not warrant more than the 3.5 officers it has been allocated.  
I know the member for Dawesville disagrees, but the statistics on the offences, as well as the population and the 
number of people who fish in Mandurah, indicate that 3.5 officers - 

Mr A.D. Marshall interjected.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The member may not agree but that is the operational advice we have received from the 
Department of Fisheries, and that is why 3.5 officers have been allocated.  The member raised the issue of 
netting.  I remember hearing a grievance about netting from him earlier in my short, but illustrious, career in this 
place.  The member indicated that netting was actually keeping families together in Mandurah and that I should 
get off the back of all those people.  Funnily enough, the member is now asking for more inspectors to keep an 
eye on those people who are netting.  I do not know what changed his mind about those people in Mandurah.  He 
told me to keep off their backs earlier in this - 

Mr M.J. Birney:  He is checking his nets. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Yes.  The member for Dawesville seems to have had a change of heart since the last 
grievance, because he is now calling for more inspectors to clamp down on those people who he said were 
keeping the family unit together. 

Mr A.D. Marshall:  Why does Busselton have four inspectors and Mandurah only three and a half? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I will give the member an indication of why the operational decisions of the Department of 
Fisheries indicate that 3.5 is an appropriate number of full-time fisheries inspectors allocated to Mandurah.  As I 
pointed out, there will be an increase when an additional mobile fisheries inspector is allocated to that area 
during the high season.  I will give the member some evidence of why that operational decision is well and truly 
justified.  It comes back to the member’s issue about netting.  In 1988-89, 15 000 licences were issued for 
netting.  As the member knows, most of those were in his region.  By 1998-99, that figure had dropped to 5 000 
licences, and my understanding is that it has now dropped further.  Over 10 years, the number of licences 
dropped from 15 000 to 5 000.  The member indicated before that it will probably drop further because it is a 
form of fishing that is dying out completely.  That justifies the reasons that the Department of Fisheries has made 
the operational decision to have 3.5 inspectors in Mandurah.  As I indicated to the member, there will be an 
additional inspector, and he will be allocated to the Mandurah region at a time when he is needed there.  That 
time will be in the high season, and that officer will be allocated from the five mobile fisheries officers who have 
been allocated to the whole of the State, as announced by the Government in this year’s budget. 
 


